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Structure and History of 
Granular Sediments

We consider the sedimentation of monodisperse granular particles under the 
influence of gravity. The history of the process is described by the surface of 
the sediment as a function of time. We show that the resulting structure of 
the sediment, characterized by the field of contact number is intimately 
related to the process of sedimentation such that the history of the process 
can be deduced from the time-independent field of contact number of the 
sediment.
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